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ABOUT THE WILSON CENTER 

Vision 

The Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars (Wilson Center) seeks to be the leading 
institution for in‐depth research and dialogue to inform actionable ideas on global issues. 

Mission 

The Wilson Center, commissioned by Congress as the official memorial to President Woodrow 
Wilson, is the nation’s key nonpartisan policy forum for tackling global issues through 
independent research and open dialogue to inform actionable ideas for Congress, the 
Administration and the broader policy community. 

Governance 

The Wilson Center, while initially established within the Smithsonian Institution family, 
operates as a separate entity. The Wilson Center relies on the strong and effective guidance of 
its own independent Board of Trustees led by Chairman Thomas R. Nides. By statute, the 
Wilson Center Board of Trustees includes several ex officio members – the Secretary of State, 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services, the Secretary of Education, the Chairman of the 
National Endowment for the Humanities, the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, the 
Librarian of Congress, and the Archivist of the United States — as well as nine members 
appointed by the President from outside public service and one member appointed by the 
President from within the federal government. To fulfill the duties set forth in the Wilson 
Center’s founding legislation, the Board of Trustees remains committed to ensuring that the 
Center remains a truly living memorial, both as a trusted, nonpartisan space for public 
discussion and as a center for excellence for research and outreach that informs policy 
decisions and public ideas of major global issues. 

In 2012, the Board of Trustees recommended several priority directions for the Center’s work: 

�x Focusing its programs more effectively for maximum impact, while preserving the
excellence for which the Center is known;

�x Aligning the work of scholars in residence with the programming priorities of the Center
more closely;

�x Heightening the visibility and impact of the Center’s work by increasing outreach;
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Work of Fellows at the Center 

Fellows and Public Policy Fellows at the Woodrow Wilson Center work on projects that are 
relevant to contemporary policy issues and that align with the programmatic work of the 
Center and can result in work that reaches a broad audience.  



���� 

�{ Comparative Peace Processes in Latin America
�{ Governance and Attempts at Democratization in the Middle East
�{ Islam and Governance is the Muslim World
�{ The Role of Women in Society and Politics in the Middle East
�{ The Balkans after the Dayton Accords and Kosovo’s Future
�{ Case Studies in Cold War International History
�{ Electronic Commerce and National Sovereignty
�{ Cyber Security
�{ The Digital Divide
�{ Issues Relating to Synthetic Biology, biotechnology, 3D Printing and citizen science
�{ Arctic Security

Funding 

The Wilson Center is the model of a successful public‐private partnership, attracting solid 
support from private donors who believe in the Center’s mission and work. The federal 
appropriation provides a stable base for the Center that gives donors confidence that they are 
giving to an established national organization and encourages them to make their own 
contributions. 

Every year, the Wilson Center strives to increase its support from private sources, including 
individuals, corporations, and foundations. We continue to diversify our support, thereby 
creating a broad base of funders to help ensure the Center's future success. 

In addition to the federal appropriation the Center raises roughly $16 million to support specific 
programming and some individual research grants. The majority of this funding comes from 
foundations, although increasingly individuals and corporations have contributed to these 
efforts. 

Many individual and corporate donors contribute through the Woodrow Wilson Awards 
program. The Woodrow Wilson Awards recognize leaders from the worlds of business and 
public service who represent President Wilson's commitment to the free and open discourse of 
public policy. Now in its 17th year, the Woodrow Wilson Awards help the Wilson Center 
introduce its activities to audiences beyond Washington, D.C., and garner financial support 
from private donors from across the United States and abroad. In FY 2015, the Woodrow 
Wilson Awards dinners raised over $2 million in unrestricted revenue from four dinners. In FY 
2016 and FY 2017, the Wilson Center plans to continue this program at a reduced level, with 
projected unrestricted revenue to exceed $1 million each year. 

The Center has also established donor groups, including the Wilson Council and the Wilson 
National Cabinet, which contribute roughly $1 million each year to support Center 



���� 

programming. In 2014, the Center launched a Global Advisory Board, which includes people of 
international stature, to provide advice, international connections, and funding from global 
sources. 

The Center’s Wilson Legacy Society offers individuals the opportunity to make bequests and 
other planned gifts for both the Center’s endowment and its annual programs and operations. 
The Center’s endowment fund also supplies roughly $1 million each year to support operations 
and programming efforts. 

The total of these non-appropriated monies help to pay for salaries and benefits of over 100 
staff (including certain administrative, programmatic, outreach, and development staff), 
fundraising efforts, and research assistance stipends. A combination of appropriated and non-
appropriated monies support public meetings, scholars’ stipends, scholar support, general 
administration, public service, publishing, and other outreach activities. It is essential to 
emphasize that this blended funding of public and private monies represents a public‐private 
partnership in the fullest sense. The annual appropriation to the Center enables it to compete 
successfully in its quest for limited available private funds, an increasing challenge given the 
current economic situation. 
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�{ �W�Œ�}�À�]�������š�Z�����Z�]�P�Z���•�š���‹�µ���o�]ty support services to include financial management, human
resources, facilities operations, information technology, audio visual, web support, training and 
supplies.  

�{ �'�]�À�����‰�Œ�]�}�Œ�]�š�Ç���(�}���µ�•���š�}�����o�o���(�}�Œ�u�•���}�(���š�Z���������v�š���Œ�[�•���}�µ�š�Œ�������Z�W�����Á�����•�]�š���V���•�}���]���o���u�����]���V������tabases;
webcasting of scholarly events; radio and television programing; and print publications.  

�{ �/�v���Œ�����•�����À�]�•�]���]�o�]�š�Ç���š�Z�Œ�}�µ�P�Z�����v�Z���v�����������}�u�u�µ�v�]�����š�]�}�v�����v�����u�µ�o�š�]�u�����]���X

�{ ���v�•�µ�Œ�����š�Z���š���š�Z���������v�š���Œ�[�•���Á�}�Œ�l���]�•�����}�}�Œ���]�v���š�����U���(�}���µ�•�����U�����v�����Œ���o���À���v�š���š�}���š�Z�����l���Ç���‰�µ���oic policy
issues of the day.  

�{ �t�}�Œ�l���š�}�����Œ�]�v�P�����]�À���Œ�•�������µ���]���v�����•���š�}���š�Z�����t�]�o�•�}�v�������v�š���Œ�����v�����š�}���Z���À�����������Œ�}�������•�‰�����š�Œ�µ�u���}�(
individuals participating in its work, meetings and conferences. 

�{ �d���Œ�P���š���Ç�}�µ�š�Z���Á�]�š�Z���u���Œ�l���š�]�v�P�����v�����}�µ�š�Œ�������Z���}�(���š�Z���������v�š��r’s Public Education Activities through
its learning center and serious games initiative. 

�{ ���š�š�Œ�����š���•�š���v���}�µ�š���µ�v�����Œ�P�Œ�����µ���š�������v�����P�Œ�����µ���š�����‰�µ���o�]�����‰�}�o�]���Ç���u���i�}�Œ�•���š�}�����•�•�]�•�š�������v�š���Œ���(���o�o�}�Á�•
with high level research through research assistant grants. 

�{ �d�Z�}�µ�P�Z���v�}�š���•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š�������Á�]th federal appropriated funds, the Center’s development strategy
remains a high priority and includes Woodrow Wilson Center Awards and other fundraising 
efforts throughout the United States and abroad. 
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FY 2017 Budget Request Summary 
(Dollars in Thousands) 

FTE Amount FTE Amount FTE Amount

Scholar Administration & 
Support 9 $1,141 8 $1,115 9 $1,169 $54

Public Service and 
Fellowship Program 19 4,377 20 4,332 19 4,420 88

General Admin 16 3,277 16 3,293 16 3,182 (111)

Smithsonian Fee 0 310 0 310 0 338 28

Outreach & 
Communications 8 1,235 8 1,295 8 1,181 (114)

Building Requirments 0 160 0 155 0 110 (45)

Total 52      $10,500 52    $10,500 52    $10,400 ($100)

FY 2015 
Appropriation

FY 2016 
Appropriation

FY 2017 
Proposed

Difference between   
FY 2016 Appropriation 

and FY 2017 
Proposed

The FY 2017 proposed budget request of $10.4 million for salaries and expenses for the 
Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars reflects a reduction of $100,000 from the FY 
2016 enacted appropriation.  The FY 2017 proposed budget provides funding for 52 FTEs. 

The Woodrow Wilson Center carries out its mission with both federally-funded and trust-
funded staff (approximately one-third federal employees and two-thirds Trust employees).  The 
Center’s strengths include not only a talented staff, many of whom produce significant scholarly 
works, but an engaged Board of Trustees and Wilson Cabinet and Council whose members are 
deeply committed to maintaining the Center’s excellence.   

At the core of the Woodrow Wilson Center are its fellows, who are selected through an annual 
international competition and appointed for an academic year.  The Center also appoints Public 
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PUBLIC SERVICE & FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM 
(Dollars in Thousands) 

FY 2015 
Appropriation

FY 2016 
Appropriation

FY 2017 
Proposed

Difference between 
FY 2016 

Appropriation and 
FY 2017 Proposed

Personnel - Costs $2,317 $2,541 $2,916 $375

Conference & Research Support 210 226 25 (201)

Emerging Foreign Policy Issues 200 200 0

Fellowship Program 1,350 900 1,000            100.00

Public Policy Fellows (formerly 
Public Policy Scholars) 300 265 164 (101)

Distinguished Fellows 200 200 115 (85)

Total $4,377 $4,332 $4,420 $88

FTE 19 20 19

This category consists of the personnel costs for directors and assistants for several of the 
Center’s programs, grant expenses for the Center’s fellows program, and conference support 
(previously included within the Outreach section of the Wilson Center budget request for FY 
2015).  

The Wilson Center continues to devote a great deal of effort to maintaining a high level of 
research, multimedia publications, and public programming on relevant public policy issues and 
to making these activities accessible to the general public.  These activities and the audiences 
being reached continue to grow, giving the Center even more visibility.  In FY 2015, the vast 
majority of the over 700 meetings were held at the Center and were open to the public.  The 
Center has organized meetings on a wide variety of topics such as the role of the United States 
in the world, issues of governance, security, regional power shifts, and future challenges.   

The Wilson Center’s fellows are the basis for the living memorial to President Woodrow Wilson.  

The FY 2016 and FY 2017 support for the Emerging Foreign Policy Issues will allow the Center to 
respond quickly with timely research and discussion on key global issues as they emerge and 
before long-term funding can be obtained.  Specific Federal support for the Emerging Foreign 
Policy Issues includes a combination of short-term expert consultant costs, honoraria, travel, 
and multimedia publication efforts. Events, such as the Russian invasion of Ukraine, the sudden 
emergence of ISIS, or the crisis of Central American youth who flowed across the border require 
urgent analysis and discussion, and this funding will allow the Center to address emerging 
issues that require an immediate response even before obtaining long-term private funding.  
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and Pakistan.  Only the federal funding provided in this budget for the annual fellowship 
competition allows evaluation of applications for pre-eminent scholars without regard to area 
of study or national origin.  

It r
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“Canadian Hydropower and Clean Power Plan” 
“Environmental Review in Canada and the United States” 
“Falling Oil Prices: Changing Implications for Global Producers” 
“Discussion with Quebec Minister of International Relations and La Francophonie” 
“The Effects of Canadian Trade and Investment on U.S. Employment” 
“First Annual North American Energy Forum: Energy Infrastructure Futures” 
“35 Ways to Improve North American Competitiveness” 
“The Energy Security Renaissance in North America” 
“Dairy Policy Reform in Canada and the United States: Protection at Home or International 
Trade?” 
“2014 Canada-United States Regulatory Cooperation Council Plenary Session” 
“The Politics and Process of Keystone XL” 
“Promoting Public Citizenship in the 21st Century: Russian and American Perspectives on Public 
Oversight of the State” 
“Assessing U.S. Sanctions: Impact, Effectiveness, Consequences” 
“Preparing for the Future: Assessing the Conditions and Capacity for American Engagement 
with Russia” 
“Does Democracy Matter” 
“The Sahel Beyond the Headlines: Population, Environment, and Security Dynamics” 
“Call the Midwife: A Conversation about the Rising Global Midwifery Movement” 
 “Under the Dome” 
“Cleaner and Greener Chinese Direct Investment in the U.S. Energy Sector” 
“Women, Water, and the World: How Women Can Solve the Earth’s Water Crisis” 
“China Women’s University 3rd Annual Institute for Emerging Women Leaders” 
“Unsung heroes: Stories of Afghan Women” 
“An Economic Grand Strategy for Asia? Nationalism and Rivalries in Asian Financial 
Architecture” 
Southern Voices Network 2015 Annual Conference – “Peacebuilding, Development, and the 
New Economic Paradigm” 
“4th Brazilian Congressional Study Mission on Innovation in California” 
“Contrasting Perspectives on Brazil’s Current Troubles” 
“The Rule of Law in Brazil: Three Decades of Progress and Challenges” 

Conferences Planned for FY 2016: 

“IFES-WWICS Washington Forum on Korea: Seventy Years of Korean National Liberation and  
Division” 
“Critical Oral History Conference on the International Atomic Energy Agency” 
“Fourth Annual US-Korea Dialogue” 
“Europe’s Future and Challenges in Light of the Greek and Migration Crises” 
“Emerging Realities in the Russia-EU Energy Equation” 
“The Role of National and Central Banks in Europe and the U.S.” 
“The Political Economy of Natural Resource Extraction in Latin America” 
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“The Oil and Gas Industries in Colombia and Argentina” 
“Colombia’s Peace Process: Challenges and Opportunities for Ending the Conflict” 
“Border Security and Immigration along the Mexican-Guatemala Border” 
“The Emerging Political Challenges of Latina Americas Middle Class” 
“Innovation Policy in Latin America: Enhancing its Effectiveness” 
“Rational Middle Scoping Event” 
“North American Energy Futures” 
“P3s” 
“Canadian Elections” 
“The Canada-US Health Summit” 
“The Vanishing State: Decentralization in the Middle East” 
“The 100-Year Anniversary of Sykes-Picot: Revisiting Middle East Borders” 
“Implications of Regionalization in Morocco” 
“One Issue, Two Voices: Capital Markets” 
“2015 Wilson Center Tri-Lateral Agriculture Summit: A Focus on What Works” 
“Mayor Nenshi” 
“WWI Retrospective” 
“Russia-China National Ideas” 
“Russian Alumni Conference” 
“Promoting Food Safety in China” 
“Tracking the Connections: Climate, Migration and Conflict” 
“Environmental Planning and Pollution Management in Oakland, CA and Shenzhen, China” 
“Climate Change, Urbanization, and Disaster Management” 
“Impact of Women in Leadership” 
“Global Livingston Institute for Emerging Women Leaders” 
“Women Leaders in Latin America and the Middle East: moving forward in times of political 
transition” 
“The Impact of Women’s Leadership on Federal Policy” 
“India's Foreign Policy Challenges” 
“Aspirations and Competition: Redefining Middle Class in Asia” 
“Southern Voices Network 2016 Annual Conference” 
“Political and Economic Inclusion for Peacebuilding in Africa” 
“FAPESP Week 2016: University of Michigan and University of Ohio” 
“5th Brazilian Congressional Study Mission on Innovation” 
“Trajectory of Inequality: How Brazil Has Changed in the Last 50 Years” 

Conference Topics to be explored in FY 2017: 

“History of US-ROK security and economic cooperation” 
“History of Nuclear Proliferation” 
“Political and Economic Transformation of North and South Korea” 
“The Continuing Evolution of EU-China Relations” 
“Annual Ion Raiu Democracy Award Workshop” 
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Public Service & Fellowship Program by Object Class 
FY 2015, FY 2016, and FY 2017 

(Dollars in Thousands) 

Object Class
FY 2015 

Appropriation
FY 2016 

Appropriation FY 2017 Proposed

Difference between 
FY 2016 

Appropriation and 
FY 2017 Proposed

Compensation and Benefits

Personnel - Compensation $1,803 $1,948 $2,176 $228
Personnel - Benefits 514 593 740 147
Subtotal - Compensation 
and Benefits $2,317 $2,541 $2,916 $375

Other Expenses
Travel (transportation & 
subsistence of persons 59 100 59 (41)
Printing/reproduction/photgr
aphy/forms/multimedia 
publication 13 53 56 3
Advisory/assistance 
services/honorarium 70 113 56 (57)

Other services (stipends) 1850 1365 1279 (86)

Professional Services 58 150 52 (98)

Training 10 10 2 (8)
Subtotal - Non-Salary 
Expenses $2,060 $1,791 $1,504 ($181)

Total $4,377 $4,332 $4,420 $194
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General Administration by Object Class 
FY 2015, FY 2016, and FY 2017 

(Dollars in Thousands) 

Object Class
FY 2015 

Appropriation
FY 2016 

Appropriation
FY 2017 
Proposed

Difference between 
FY 2016 

Appropriation and FY 
2017 Proposed

Compensation and Benefits
Personnel - Compensation $1,400 $1,540 $1,555 $15
Personnel - Benefits 448 500 528 28
Subtotal - Compensation and 
Benefits $1,848 $2,040 $2,083 $43

Other Expenses
Travel (transportation & 
subsistence of persons $75 $65 $75 $10
Transporation of things 
/communications/utilities 
/postage 99 71 54 (17)
IT support & maintenance 150 290 340 50

Non-IT support & maintenance 70 60 40 (20)
Supplies and materials 135 85 70 (15)
Intergovernmental services 15 18 62 44
Professional services 529 410 320 (90)
Equipment/furniture/software 350 220 120 (100)
Printing/publications/forms 2 2 2 0
Training 4 32 16 (16)
Subtotal - Non-Salary 
Expenses $1,429 $1,253 $1,099 ($154)

Total $3,277 $3,293 $3,182 ($111)
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OUTREACH AND COMMUNICATIONS 
(Dollars in Thousands) 

FY 2015 
Appropriation

FY 2016 
Appropriation

FY 2017 
Proposed

Difference between 
FY 2016 

Appropriation and 
FY 2017 Proposed

Personnel - Cost $879 $965 $979 $14

Operations 356 330 202 (128)

Total $1,235 $1,295 $1,181 ($114)

FTE 8 8 8

The External Relations Office plays a critical role in communicating the results of Center-
supported programs and research. Through high-quality publications, broadcast-quality 
interviews with scholars, fellows, and staff; digitally distributed publications, including the 
Wilson Quarterly digital magazine; and peer-reviewed books and other publications from 
Woodrow Wilson Center Press, the Center is able to expand its intellectual appeal in multiple 
engaging formats. It also brands the Center and markets the work of Center programs and staff 
through keynote events such as Ground Truth Briefings, Director’s Forums, and National 
Conversations/Special Events cobranded with partners such as National Public Radio and 
Reuters; and media outreach and interaction across all media platforms, including print, 
broadcast, digital, and social. Working with the Center’s programs, projects, and staff, the 
External Relations Office reaches the full range of our stakeholders and target audiences, 
including policymakers and their staff, media, the private sector, nongovernmental 
organizations, academia, and donors and prospective donors. 

The office’s operating activities comprise seven primary outreach and working units: 

(1) Digital outreach, which includes the www.wilsoncenter.org website, the Center’s social 
media presence (e.g., Facebook, Twitter), and targeted electronic messaging (e.g., event 
marketing emails, the Wilson Weekly e-newsletter);  

(2) Public affairs, which includes traditional and digital media relations and news presence 
(3) Public education and outreach, which includes the Woodrow Wilson Presidential 

Memorial exhibit; 
(4) Event and conference planning and management;  
(5) Audiovisual support and outreach, which includes live audiovisual production and 

support, post-event video release, and short-form video production and broadcast; 
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the in-house television studio to access Center experts. Press organizations supported on a 
regular basis include commercial U.S. broadcast and cable news networks, National Public 
Radio and Voice of America, and international broadcasters such as the BBC, Al-Hurra TV, the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, and other foreign television press. 

Audiovisual Support also provides the production services for the Center’s online video series: 
REWIND, NOW, TRENDING and CONTEXT. Additional nonbroadcast and multimedia video 
projects include live webcasts and videoconferences of Center events. Webcasting is a major 
component to the public expression of the Center’s work, with more than 500 hours of live 
events recorded annually and followed by video-on-demand access to these programs. 

Operations and equipment maintenance continue for the Center’s audiovisual production 
systems, including the TV studio, radio and video editing suite, streaming web servers, video 
production equipment, auditorium, and conference rooms.  

Broadcasting and Multimedia Productions 

Wilson Center ON DEMAND, our Internet-friendly roster of broadcast-quality video features 
enables the Center to share content via YouTube, iTunes, and other popular social media and 
web-based platforms. The lineup includes the following features:  

�x CONTEXT, video briefings on important issues delivered by recognized global experts;
�x NOW, a discussion format program that offers relevant insights into vital issues and

events;
�x TRENDING, analysis and commentary on breaking news; and
�x REWIND, a short news feature summary of Wilson Center events and initiatives.

These programs provide fora for evidence-based, civil, and nonpartisan explorations of a wide 
range of issues. Topics and guests provide deep insight and context that extends to history and 
culture as well as current events. The programs also provide a showcase for Wilson staff and 
fellows and reflect the institutions convening power through its inclusion of voices from outside 
the Center. Wilson Center ON DEMAND programs feature thought-provoking, fair, and inclusive 
approaches that distinguish the Center as a safe haven for policy discussions that go far beyond 
partisan talking points. The Center is well-positioned to continue to provide content in a 
relevant manner thanks to our in-house video production capacity. 

Woodrow Wilson Center Press 

Woodrow Wilson Center Press (the Press) shares the mission of the Center by publishing 
outstanding, peer-reviewed scholarly and public policy books for a worldwide readership. 
Written by the Center’s global network of scholars and its expert staff, Press publications 
concentrate on subjects of the Center’s greatest strength, especially energy, security, 
environmental and social resilience, urban studies, U.S. foreign policy, Cold War history, and 
area studies. 
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Future clusters in FY 2016 will look at aspects of transitions and migration of people, ideas, 
goods, and identities, and will consider the changes and challenges that await the post-Obama 
world. We will continue to explore the world of ideas, from renewable energy to the stresses of 
a changing climate; from the challenges of the women of Afghanistan to the inchoate realities 
of Silicon Valley; from governmental corruption to the anniversary of the summer of love; 
always with a love of ideas and a passion for the American experiment. 

Outreach and Communications by Object Class 
FY 2015, FY 2016, and FY 2017 

(Dollars in Thousands) 

Object Class
FY 2015 

Appropriation
FY 2016 

Appropriation
FY 2017 
Proposed

Difference 
between FY 

2016 
Appropriation 
and FY 2017 

Proposed

Compensation and Benefits
Personnel - Compensation $660 $724 $731 $7
Personnel - Benefits 219 241 248 7
Subtotal - Compensation and 
Benefits $879 $965 $979 $14

Other Expenses
Travel (transportation & 
subsistence of persons) $1 $1 $1 $0
Transporation of things 
/communications/utilities/postage 2 3 3 0
Printing/reproduction/ 
photography/forms/publications 10 18 18 0
Advisory/assistance 
services/honorarium 15 15 10 (5)
Professional services 90 89 63 (26)
IT support & maintenance 150 140 93 (47)
Training 2 2 2 0
Equipment/furniture/software 76 58 8 (50)
Outreach -advertising/marketing/ 
public announcements 10 4 4 0

Subtotal - Non-Salary Expenses $356 $330 $202 ($128)

Total $1,235 $1,295 $1,181 ($114)
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Wilson Center Funding for General Administration, Operations, and Outreach Compared to 
Federal Appropriation for General Administration, Smithsonian Fee, Building Requirements and 
Outreach 

Non-Appropriated Funds
General Center & 
Outreach

Beginning Net 
Assets Income Expenses 

Ending Net 
Assests

Appropriation/ 
Request

FY 2015 * $48,271,000 $8,236,000 $10,524,000 $45,983,000 $4,982,000 

FY 2016 (estimate) $45,983,000 $10,386,000 $13,685,000 $42,684,000 $5,053,000 

FY 2017 (estimate) $42,684,000 $10,600,000 $13,800,000 $39,484,000 $4,811,000 

* -  At time of publication the FY 2015 audit was pending completion.

General Center non-appropriated operating funds are obtained from gifts, endowment income, 
overhead recovery on restricted program/project activity, and to a lesser extent publication 
royalties and interest income.  Expenses consist of the personnel costs for a majority of 
administrative staff, reimbursement to the Smithsonian Institution (SI) for certain 
administrative services provided, other administrative expenses (including insurance, 
endowment management, banking fees, and metro transit subsidies), all personnel costs and 
operating expenses of the Development Office, and a portion of the External Relations 
personnel and operating expenses.   

Reflected in the beginning net assets balance is the remainder of the 30 years of contributed 
building facilities for the Wilson Center’s use at the Ronald Reagan Building.  The Center will 
recognize a reduction in net assets each year of $3.44 million.  In accounting for the 30 year 
contributed rent agreement.  The Wilson Center also recognizes annually the current year 
increase in market value over the amortized amount resulting in an approximate addition of 
$3.5 million of revenue and expense.   

The General Center appropriation figure includes a portion of the Center’s administration, 
operations, building requirements, Smithsonian fee, as well as some of the Outreach/External 
Affairs Office funding for personnel and operations.        
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Non-Appropriated Program and Project Funding Compared to Appropriated Public Service & 
Fellowship Program and Scholarship Administration & Services 

Non-Appropriated Funds
Programs, Projects,  
Fellowships & 
Scholarships

Beginning 
Net Assets Income Expenses 

Ending Net 
Assests

Appropriation/ 
Request

FY 2015 * $11,159,000  $   8,668,000  $ 11,949,000 $7,878,000 $5,518,000 
FY 2016 (estimate) $7,878,000  $   8,445,000  $   8,040,000 $8,283,000 $5,447,000 
FY 2017 (estimate) $8,283,000  $   4,674,000  $   6,696,000 $6,261,000 $5,589,000 
* -  At time of publication the FY 2015 audit was pending completion.

The Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars currently has three overarching themes.  
They are: emerging powers and emerging societies; democratic awakenings and transitions; 
and global chokepoint, the effort to build a dialogue among government, the private sector, 
and non-governmental groups on how to achieve energy sustainability without affecting water 
supplies in the developing world.  An effort will be made to include an in-depth look at 
women’s leadership within each of these themes. 

Non-appropriated program & project funding through grants, gifts, and contracts provide 
resources to fund the relevant, contemporary, historical, and forward thinking meetings, 
conferences and activities of the diverse programs at the Wilson Center and the related 
personnel costs of numerous program staff.  Additionally, the non-appropriated monies fund 
about two-thirds of the annual 150 fellows and scholars which come to the Wilson Center for 
periods ranging from one month to one year.  The scholars receiving stipends from donor 
specified restricted contributions are chosen based on qualifications that are within the donors’ 
desires designated by the restricted uses. 

The Fellowship Program funded by federal appropriation provides essential funds each fiscal 
year for granting fellowship appointments selected through an open competitive process.  Once 
the annual competition is completed and fellowship awards are accepted, each fellow, 
according to his/her research project, is assigned to a program within the Wilson Center.  

The Appropriation column in this section includes independent research grants to fellows, 
administrative costs for fellowship competition and fellow support services, and Public Service 
personnel costs for some of the Center’s program directors and assistants, 
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developments in Sudan and South Sudan and debate effective strategies for U.S. engagement in 
a safe and private space. The Africa Program director regularly presents at U.S. agencies, 
including Department of Defense conferences on gender mainstreaming in Africa and the Land 
Forces Summit in Senegal, to discuss U.S.-Africa security cooperation. Our events on pressing 
issues like Boko Haram, as well as our regular participation in Congressional events on African 
elections and governance, aim to inform U.S. strategies that will reduce insecurity in Africa, and 
therefore minimize the cost of conflict management in Africa. 

Trade and investment: Trade and investment has increasingly become a cornerstone of U.S. 
engagement in Africa. However, the potential for mutually beneficial economic relations 
between the U.S. and Africa, including the growth of both U.S. and African jobs, has not yet 
been fully tapped. The Africa Program has become a central hub for dialogue on U.S.-Africa 
economic relations, bringing together top business, political, and regional leaders to discuss 
both the progress in and the remaining roadblocks to expanded trade and investment in Africa. 
The Program facilitated several high-level dialogues on the reauthorization of the African 
Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) between the U.S. Congress and senior officials from the 
African Union, including the Chairperson of the African Union Commission and the AU 
Commissioner for Trade and Industry. In FY 2015, the Program launched the Brown Capital 
Management Africa Forum, a 5-year series of forward-leaning programming that addresses key 
economic, business, and development issues in Africa and in U.S.-Africa relations. 

U.S.-Africa relations: The Program serves as a valuable resource for the USG through the 
provision of critical analyses on key African issues of U.S. interest. The Program Director has 
conducted briefings for several agencies, including Congressional staffers, the Secretary of 
Commerce prior to a trade mission to Africa, the State Department prior to the 2014 U.S.-Africa 
Leaders Summit, and the White House prior to the President’s 2015 trip to Kenya and Ethiopia. 
The Program fosters a nonpartisan space for critical conversation on U.S.-Africa issues, hosting 
leaders from across the political spectrum, including Congressman Ed Royce and 
Congressmember Karen Bass, who are spearheading U.S. engagement with Africa. Likewise, the 
Program creates opportunities for dialogue with top African officials, including hosting a 
conversation with H.E. Jakaya Kikwete, President of Tanzania, and a public discussion on the 
Role of Multilateral Institutions in Trade and Investment in Africa with Dr. Donald Kaberuka, 
President of the African Development Bank in FY 2015. 

In 2016 and 2017, the Africa Program intends to continue its cutting-edge programs, research, 
and support to USG to highlight new opportunities for enhancing trade and development 
relations between the U.S. and Africa; examine the most effective conflict prevention and 
peacebuilding measures on the continent; and illuminate best practices for inclusive 
governance at the national and subnational levels. 
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policy discussions, original research, and publications is supported by private and public 
funding. 

In FY 2016 - FY 2017 the Brazil Institute will continue to explore public policy issues of 
importance to Brazil and its relations with the United States and the world in the context of 
Brazil’s role as a regional power and global actor. The Institute focuses primarily on issues 
related to rule of law and the building of democratic institutions, social and economic 
developments, climate change, innovation policies and Brazil-US cooperation on science and 
technology. 

Building on an ongoing partnership with the São Paulo Science Foundation (FAPESP), the Brazil 
Institute has brought together over 200 leading American and Brazilian scientists and scholars 
since 2011 in annual conferences and parallel events. Started at the Wilson Center, the FAPESP 
Week series has taken place at leading research universities in the US, Canada, the United 
Kingdom, Germany, China, Japan, Spain and Argentina.  In the US, conferences have been held 
in partnership with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, the University North Carolina in 
Chapel Hill and Charlotte, North Carolina State University, the University of California in 
Berkeley and Davis, the Universities of West Virginia, and Ohio State University. The series, to 
be continued in 2016 at the Universities of Michigan and Ohio, showcase research projects 
pursued jointly by Brazilian and American scientists and scholars as emerging cooperative 
projects in the fields of science technology and the humanities. In 2014, the Institute hosted 
with FAPESP and the United States Department of Energy a major symposium on the 
hydrological equilibrium of the Amazon region.   

The ongoing fight against corruption has been the focus of the first of four conferences geared 
towards addressing the issues of the rule of law and the building of democratic institutions 
which will take place in Brazil and the US over the next two years. Teaming up with law schools 
in both countries, along with law firms and the respective judicial branches have all been 
instrumental in producing relevant and insightful seminars and publications.  

Middle East Program 

The Middle East Program deals with an area of the world that is of great importance to the 
United States due to its strategic location, oil resources, and because many of the most 
complex problems associated with modernization, democratization, and Islamic radicalism are 
playing themselves out in the region. The Program examines the effect of the dynamic and 
unsettled conditions in these countries. The Middle East Program exists as a critical resource for 
the Washington policymaking community and beyond, informing decisions that affect U.S. 
foreign policy and stimulating public debate. In addition to analyzing current events in the 
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ENDOWMENT PRINCIPAL FY 2015 
(Dollars in Thousands) 
Based on Market Value 

GENERAL CENTER 
Carried Forward from FY 2014 ........................................................................................... $23,105 
Change in FY 2015 * ........................................................................................................... ($2,134) 
Balance End of FY 2015 * ................................................................................................... $20,971 

KENNAN INSTITUTE 
Carried Forward from FY 2014 ............................................................................................. $7,405 
Change in FY 2015 * .............................................................................................................. ($692) 
Balance End of FY 2015 * ..................................................................................................... $6,713 

LATIN AMERICAN PROGRAM 
Carried Forward from FY 2014 ............................................................................................. $1,224 
Change in FY 2015 * .............................................................................................................. ($115) 
Balance End of FY 2015 * ..................................................................................................... $1,009 

ASIA PROGRAM 
Carried Forward from FY 2014 ............................................................................................. $3,645 
Change in FY 2015 * .............................................................................................................. ($342) 
Balance End of FY 2015 * ..................................................................................................... $3,303 

GLOBAL EUROPEAN STUDIES 
Carried Forward from FY 2014 ................................................................................................ $103 
Change in FY 2015 * ................................................................................................................ ($10) 
Balance End of FY 2015 * .......................................................................................................... $93 

CANADA INSTITUTE 
Carried Forward from FY 2014 ................................................................................................ $587 
Change in FY 2015 * .............................................................................................................. ($261) 
Balance End of FY 2015 * ........................................................................................................ $326 

HM Korea History and Public Policy 
Carried Forward from FY 2014 .................................................................................................... $0 
Change in FY 2015 * ............................................................................................................. $1,004 
Balance End of FY 2015 * ..................................................................................................... $1,004 

*- At time of publication the FY 2015 audit was pending completion. 
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ENDOWMENT PRINCIPAL FY 2017 
(Dollars in Thousands) 

Based on Estimated Book Value 

GENERAL CENTER 
Estimated to be Carried Forward from FY 2016 ................................................................ $20,971 
Estimated to be Received during FY 2017 ................................................................................... $0 
Estimated Balance End of FY 2017 ..................................................................................... $20,971 

KENNAN INSTITUTE 
Estimated to be Carried Forward from FY 2016 .................................................................. $6,713 
Estimated to be Received during FY 2017 ................................................................................... $0 
Estimated Balance End of FY 2017 ....................................................................................... $6,713 

LATIN AMERICAN PROGRAM 
Estimated to be Carried Forward from FY 2016 .................................................................. $1,009 
Estimated to be Received during FY 2017 ................................................................................... $0 
Estimated Balance End of FY 2017 ....................................................................................... $1,009 

ASIA PROGRAM 
Estimated to be Carried Forward from FY 2016 .................................................................. $3,303 
Estimated to be Received during FY 2017 ................................................................................... $0 
Estimated Balance End of FY 2017 ....................................................................................... $3,303 

 GLOBAL EUROPEAN STUDIES 
Estimated to be Carried Forward from FY 2016 ....................................................................... $93 
Estimated to be Received during FY 2017 ................................................................................... $0 
Estimated Balance End of FY 2017 ............................................................................................ $93 

CANADA INSTITUTE 
Estimated to be Carried Forward from FY 2016 ..................................................................... $326 
Estimated to be Received during FY 2017 ................................................................................... $0 
Estimated Balance End of FY 2017 .......................................................................................... $326 

HM Korea History and Public Policy 
Estimated to be Carried Forward from FY 2016 .................................................................. $1,004 
Estimated to be Received during FY 2017 ................................................................................... $0 
Estimated Balance End of FY 2017 ....................................................................................... $1,004 




